
Tacts of attributes 
 
Ideas of stimuli to use to teach attributes… 
It is important to note that when teaching attributes, in the beginning the 
stimuli you choose to teach with should be completely identical with the 
EXCEPTION of the attribute you are teaching. Some examples of stimuli to 
use are listed below under each attribute you may choose to teach. 
 
The learner should also be able to label the item name prior to teaching them 
the attribute 
 

o Tall/long and short 
 Candles 
 Pencils (same thickness, yet one long and one short) 
 Standard ruler and school sized ruler 
 Tall lengthy doll and short (yet still thin) doll 
 Bananas or cucumbers 
 Standard sized carrot and snack sized carrot 

o Thick and thin 
 Batteries 
 Pencils (same size, yet one is thick and one is thin) 
 Cucumbers (the same length yet one thin and one thick) 
  

o Size (big and little) 
 2 liter of soda and 1 liter or individual sized bottle 
 1 liter bottle of water and 16 oz bottle of water 
 Snack sized chips and large bag of chips 
 Large ball and small ball 
 Standard sized pillow and throw pillow 
 Large stuffed animal and small stuffed animal 
 Large toy car and small matchbox sized car 
 Water glass and juice glass 
 Large serving spoon and teaspoon 
 Adult sized backpack and child sized backpack 
 Adult shoe and child shoe 
 Large pizza pie and individualized pizza pie 
 VHS tape and camcorder tape 
 Large shopping bag and small shopping bag 

o Color 
 Cups 
 Counting bears 
 Blocks 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Balls 

 



o Shape 
 Plates (square, circle, rectangle, possibly triangle) 
 Blocks 
 Shape sorter shapes 
 Puzzles (pieces must be identical except for shape) 
 Paper cut into different shapes (same color) 
 Cookies- cut into different shapes prior to baking 
 Play doh- molded into different shapes (same color) 

o Wet and dry 
 Wash cloths 
 Sponges (only if when wet, both are soft or hard) 
 Paper towels 
 Socks 
 Apples 
 Bath toys (must look identical except for wet/dry) 
 umbrellas 

o Weight (heavy and light) 
 Golf ball and hard hollow ball  
 Oatmeal container (or solid colored container) filled with 

rocks/sand with lid sealed and one empty also with the lid 
sealed 

 Purse filled with items and identical purse not filled (yet both 
closed so learner cannot see that one is empty and one is 
full) 

 Shopping bags…one filled with paper and the other with 
feathers (learner should not be able to look in unless 
materials in bags appear identical) 

 Watering can full with water and one without (learner again 
should not be able to look inside to see full/empty) 

o The way things feel (soft and hard) 
 Play doh (leave some out overnight to harden and fresh play 

dough of same color) 
 Foam/firm pillow and feather pillow 
 Nerf football and regular football 
 Plastic pooh bear and stuffed pooh bear 
 Cookies (fresh baked and stale) 
 Fruit (ripened and not ripened) 
 Hard boiled egg in the shell and one out of the shell 
 Stuffed animal and identical, yet plastic animal  

o Rough and smooth 
 Shells of nuts 
 Sand paper (both sides) 
 Soles of shoes 
 Velcro (both sides) 
 Clay vase and ceramic vase 



 Fabric swatches (alligator skin vs. patent leather, velvet vs. 
corduroy) 

 Tissue vs paper towel (must look identical) 
o Full and empty 

 Two liter bottles (one full of soda the other empty) 
 Bags of chips (make sure both are opened) 
 Containers (one filled with sand) 
 Jars (one filled with beans) 
 Drawers (one filled with items) 
 Glasses (one filled with water) 
 Box (one filled with candy) 
 Pillow case (one stuffed with a pillow) 

o Opened and closed 
 Boxes 
 Letters/envelopes 
 Markers 
 Doors on a toy house or car 
 Books 
 Purses or lunch boxes 
 Gates 

 


